Maine Indian Education
Art Curriculum

Philosophy

Effective practice is built on a meaning-based program, supported by materials and activities closely related to those experienced in real life.  At Maine Indian Education, it is our philosophy that students need to be provided with an environment rich in culture, language, information, literature, and meaningful experience grounded in the standards of the Maine Learning Results.
It is the expectation that all students communicate using the vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, and intellectual methods in the arts discipline in a developmentally appropriate manner by the end of 8th grade.  Because a significant portion of the art program is process-based, many aspects of the curriculum are covered every year.  While the development of fine motor skills, understandings of the elements and principles of design, and the use of technology as a tool in art may be a focus in the early grades, students will continue to learn and apply increasingly sophisticated concepts, skills, and strategies to more complex tasks.
“An education in the visual arts gives students the opportunity to perceive and interpret knowledge in existing images as well as the opportunity to express themselves meaningfully and creatively through visual images.”  (Utah’s Department of Education)
An education in the arts fosters a population that:

· Creates, reshapes, and fully participates in the enhancement of the quality of life, globally.

· Participates in social, cultural, and intellectual interplay among people of different ethnic, racial, and cultural backgrounds through a focus on cross-content integration.

· Possesses essential technical skills and abilities significant to many aspects of life and work in the 21st century.

· Understands and impacts the increasingly complex technological environment.

*New Jersey’s Department of Education
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