Maine Indian Education
Social Studies Curriculum

Clear and Effective Communicator* Self-Directed and Life-Long Learner* 

Responsible and Involved Citizen* Collaborative and Quality Worker* 

Integrative and Informed Thinker* Creative and Practical Problem Solver*

Statement of Best Practices

At Maine Indian Education, integration is a critical component to providing our students with learning experiences that build on their life experiences and background knowledge.  Students view topics of study through a number of different lenses.  An example of this is found in the fourth grade program where immigration is a topic of study in language arts, in geography, and in history.  In the third grade, inventors, the industrial revolution, and developing technology are focus areas in language arts, history, economics, and science and technology.  Numerous examples of this can be found across the content areas and throughout the K-8 experience.  Our work has its foundations in both the Maine Learning Results as well as in work done by the National Council for the Social Studies.   
The ten themes developed by the National Council for the Social Studies are:

Culture

Time, Continuity and Change

People, Places, and Environments

Individual Development and Identity

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Power, Authority, and Governance

Production, Distribution, and Consumption

Science, Technology, and Society

Global Connections

Civic Ideals and Practice

These themes are addressed in each of the grade spans (k-2, 3-5, and 6-8).
“Recent brain research reconfirms something we have known for a long time.  Human beings learn by association.  Drawing relationships between ideas and concepts is part of the lifeblood of any learning community.  Social studies, with its foundation firmly rooted in history and the social sciences, stands in a particularly strong position to facilitate this kind of learning.  The linkages are not confined to those subjects under the broad umbrella of the social studies.  They extend between the social studies and other disciplines like science, language arts, math, foreign languages, and the performing arts.”
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development 

Social Studies Curriculum Handbook 2000
Statement of Best Practice:  
In the review of the national recommendations across the content areas, there exists a consensus as to what constitutes best educational practice.  Maine Indian Education endorses these ideas that were either quoted or adapted from Best Practice:  New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools by Steven Zelman, Harvey Daniels and Arthur Hyde (1998).

STUDENT-CENTERED- The best starting point for schooling is young people’s real interests; all across the curriculum, investigating students’ own questions should always take precedence over studying arbitrarily and distant selected “content.”

EXPERIENTIAL- Active, hands-on, concrete experience is the most powerful and natural form of learning.  Students should be immersed in the most direct possible experience of the content of every subject.

HOLISTIC- Children learn best when they encounter whole ideas, events and materials in purposeful contexts, not by studying subparts isolated from actual use.
AUTHENTIC- Real, rich, complex ideas and materials are at the heart of the curriculum.

EXPRESSIVE- To fully engage ideas, construct meaning, and remember information, students must regularly employ the whole range of communicative media-- speech, writing, drawing, poetry, dance, drama, music, movement and visual arts.

REFLECTIVE- Balancing the immersion in experience and expression must be opportunities for learners to reflect, debrief, abstract from their experiences what they have felt, thought and learned.

SOCIAL- Learning is always socially constructed and often involves interaction; teachers need to create classroom interactions that “scaffold” learning.

COLLABORATIVE- Cooperative learning activities tap the social power of learning better than competitive and individualistic approaches.  

DEMOCRATIC- The classroom is a model community; students learn what they live as citizens of the school.

COGNITIVE- The most powerful learning comes when children develop true understanding of concepts through higher-order thinking associated with various fields of inquiry and through self-monitoring of their thinking.

DEVELOPMENTAL- Children grow through a series of definable but not rigid stages, and schooling should fit its activities to the developmental level of students.
CONSTRUCTIVIST- Children do not just receive content; in a very real sense, they re-create and reinvent every cognitive system they encounter, including language, literacy and mathematics.

CHALLENGING- Students learn best when faced with genuine challenges, choice and responsibility for their learning.  

EVALUATIVE- Assessments reflect the strategies and goals of the curriculum and are used as planning tools for further instruction. 

