Maine Indian Education
Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum

Through their participation in the arts, our students will develop the foundational skills and knowledge base to become:

· Clear and Effective Communicators 
· Self-Directed and Life-Long Learners 

· Responsible and Involved Citizens 
· Collaborative and Quality Workers 

· Integrative and Informed Thinkers 
· Creative and Practical Problem Solvers
Based on the Maine Learning Results:  The Guiding Principles
Statement of Best Practice:  

In the review of the national recommendations across the content areas, there exists a consensus as to what constitutes best educational practice.  Maine Indian Education endorses these ideas that were either quoted or adapted from Best Practice:  New Standards for Teaching and Learning in America’s Schools by Steven Zelman, Harvey Daniels and Arthur Hyde (1998).

STUDENT-CENTERED- The best starting point for schooling is young people’s real interests; all across the curriculum, investigating students’ own questions should take precedence.
EXPERIENTIAL- Active, hands-on, concrete experience is the most powerful and natural form of learning.  Students should be immersed in the most direct possible experience of the content of every subject.

HOLISTIC- Children learn best when they encounter whole ideas, events and materials in purposeful contexts, not by studying subparts isolated from actual use.
AUTHENTIC- Real, rich, complex ideas and experiences are at the heart of the curriculum.

ASTHETIC- Learning opportunities are comprised of experiences that embrace the spiritual, emotional, physical, and cognitive domains. 
EXPRESSIVE- To fully engage ideas, construct meaning, and remember information, students must regularly employ the whole range of communicative media-- speech, writing, drawing, poetry, dance, drama, music, movement and visual arts.

REFLECTIVE- Balancing the immersion in experience and expression, learners must be provided with opportunities to listen, reflect, debrief, process, and abstract from their experiences what they have felt, thought and learned.

SOCIAL- Learning is always socially constructed and often involves interaction; teachers need to create classroom interactions that “scaffold” learning.

COLLABORATIVE- Cooperative learning activities tap the social power of learning better than competitive and individualistic approaches.  

DEMOCRATIC- The classroom is a model community; students learn what they live as citizens of the school.

COGNITIVE- The most powerful learning comes when children develop true understanding of concepts through higher-order thinking associated with various fields of inquiry and through self-monitoring of their thinking.

DEVELOPMENTAL- Children grow through a series of definable but not rigid stages, and schooling should fit its activities to the developmental level of students.
CONSTRUCTIVIST- Children do not just receive content; in a very real sense, they re-create and reinvent every cognitive system they encounter, including language, literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, and the visual and performing arts.

CHALLENGING- Students learn best when faced with genuine challenges, choice and responsibility for their learning.  

EVALUATIVE- Assessments reflect the strategies and goals of the curriculum and are used as planning tools for further instruction.

(Based on work from the Scarborough School Department)
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