Maine Indian Education
Social Studies Curriculum
Belief Statement

The National Council for the Social Studies states that social studies teaching and learning are powerful when they are:
· Meaningful

· Integrative

· Value-based

· Challenging; and 

· Active

The National Council for the Social Studies also recognizes that in order “to achieve the vision of social studies, we must ensure that students become intimately acquainted with scholarship, artisanship, leadership, and citizenship. Excellence in social studies will be achieved by programs in which students gain the knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to understand, respect, and practice the ways of the scholar, the artisan, the leader, and the citizen in support of the common good.”

At Maine Indian Education, we believe:

It is “our moral imperative as educators is to see all children as precious and recognize that they will inherit a world of baffling complexity. Our responsibility is to respect and support the dignity of the individual, the health of the community, and the common good of all. This responsibility demands that we teach our students to recognize and respect the diversity that exists within the community.”
National Council for the Social Studies
Our social studies curriculum reflects the belief that our students’ learning experiences need to be integrated across the content areas and that focusing on a limited number of themes supports a more in-depth understanding of the concepts and benchmarks as well as a more refined level of skill development.  The Applications of Social Studies Processes, Knowledge, and Skills, Civics and Government in the Maine Learning Results are addressed each year, and Economics and Geography are addressed during each of the three grade spans.   History is a vital component of our curriculum, and it emphasizes the experiences of Maine’s Native Americans before European contact and during each of the eras in the history of the United States. 

