
Maine Indian Education
Art Benchmarks

First Grade
A. Disciplinary Literacy - Visual Arts: Students show literacy in the art discipline by understanding and demonstrating concepts, skills, terminology, and processes.

A1. Artist’s Purpose

Students recognize a variety of purposes for making art, including telling a story, communicating emotion, or beautifying functional objects.

MIE

1. Identify and describe works of art that communicate feelings, ideas, and information.

2. Demonstrate an understanding that anyone can express ideas and feelings in original works of art.

3. Know that subject matter can be real or imaginary.

4. Know that symbols are used to convey meaning.

5. Know that pictures tell a story.
A2. Elements of Art and Principles of Design

Students identify features of composition.

a. Identify Elements of Art: color, form, line, shape, space.

b. Identify Principles of Design including pattern.

MIE

1. Identify: 

· primary colors- red, blue, and yellow;

· line and line variations- zigzag, dotted, wavy, and spiral;

· texture- visual and tactile;

· shape- geometric and organic; and

· patterns- alternating and repeating.

2. Describe spatial relationships- left, right, top, bottom, side, center, front, back, over, and under. 
A3. Media, Tools, Techniques, and Processes

Students name art media and associated tools for multiple art forms.

MIE

1. Describe the process used to create a work of art.

B. Creation, Performance, and Expression - Visual Arts: Students create, express, and communicate through the art discipline.

B1. Media Skills

Students use basic media, tools and techniques to create original art works.

MIE

1. Demonstrate the ability to recognize size relationships in works of art.

2. Develop eye/hand coordination by drawing and constructing.

3. Use motor skills to weave, tear, and otherwise manipulate art materials.

B2. Composition Skills

Students use Elements of Art and Principles of Design to create original art works.
MIE

1. Use:

· primary colors- red, blue, and yellow;

· line and line variations- zigzag, dotted, wavy, and spiral;

· texture- visual and tactile;

· shape- geometric and organic; and

· patterns- alternating and repeating.

2. Use the senses of sight, touch, and hearing as inspirations for works of art.

3. Observe and depict plants, animals, and people in a landscape work of art.

4. Apply selected techniques and processes to produce an original work of art that reflects personal experience or imagination.

B2. Composition Skills

Students use Elements of Art and Principles of Design to create original art works.

MIE

1. Use:

· primary colors- red, blue, and yellow;

· line and line variations- zigzag, dotted, wavy, and spiral;

· texture- visual and tactile;

· shape- geometric and organic; and

· patterns- alternating and repeating.

2. Use the senses of sight, touch, and hearing as inspirations for works of art.

3. Observe and depict plants, animals, and people in a landscape work of art.

4. Apply selected techniques and processes to produce an original work of art that reflects personal experience or imagination.

B3. Making Meaning

Students create art works that communicate ideas and feelings and demonstrate skill in the use of media and tools.

MIE

1. Create works of art inspired by stories, poems, and themes.

2. Use personal experiences and simulated situations as subject matter in works of art.

3. Investigate the processes involved in making works of art from paint (i.e. types of paint, types of brushes, other tools used, etc.).

B4. Exhibition

No performance indicator.

Although no performance indicators are stated, students may participate in the

preparation of art for display and all students are expected to have instructional experiences that help them to understand how art is prepared for display and why different choices related to preparation may be made.

MIE

1. Display a two or three dimensional work of art in a school exhibit.

C. Creative Problem-Solving: Students approach artistic problem solving using multiple solutions and the creative process.
C1. Application of Creative Process

Students identify and demonstrate creative problem-solving skills.

a. Brainstorm ways to solve problems in the performing arts.

b. Discuss possible solutions to apply.

MIE

1. Use sketching to solve problems in the visual arts.

D. Aesthetics and Criticism: Students describe analyze, interpret, and evaluate art (dance, music, theatre, and visual arts)

D1. Aesthetics and Criticism

Students observe, listen to, describe and ask questions about art forms.

a. Describe the art form by applying grade span appropriate arts concepts, terminology, skills, and processes as referenced in Standard A: Disciplinary Literacy.

b. Ask questions about the art form to further understand how the artist created/performed the work of art.
c. Recognize a variety of purposes for making/performing art works, including telling a story and communicating emotions and ideas.

MIE

1. Discuss why viewers may have different responses to works of art.

2. View works of art and describe similarities and differences between them.

3. Describe and discuss the visual qualities and content of works of art, using an art vocabulary.

4. Express a point of view regarding what art is and what purpose art serves.

5. Describe and discuss ideas and emotions communicated in works of art. 

6. Discuss the reasons why works of art have value. 

7. Identify and describe works of art that communicate feelings, ideas, and information.

E. Visual and Performing Arts Connections: Students understand the relationship among the arts, history and world culture; and they make connections among the arts and to other disciplines, to goal-setting, and to interpersonal interaction.

E1. The Arts and History and World Cultures

Students identify family or community symbols and celebrations in the visual/performing arts.

MIE

1. Recognize and describe how art is an integral part of one’s own culture.

2. Identify Native American cultural and historical symbols depicted in art.

3. Identify American cultural symbols and events depicted in art.

4. Explain the concept that people in all cultures create works of art.

5. Identify specific artwork from different cultures.

E2. The Arts and Other Disciplines

Students identify connections between and among the arts and other disciplines.

MIE

1. Discuss components of the visual arts that are found in other contexts as well (i.e. patterns in art and mathematics, use of natural dyes in art and science, etc.).

E3. Goal-Setting

Students discuss choices that lead to success in the arts.

MIE

1. Brainstorm activities/practices that support skill development in the arts.

E4. Impact of the Arts on Lifestyle and Career

Students identify the arts in life experiences.

a. Discuss the activities and careers of a visual or performing artist.

b. Describe common arts activities.

c. Describe the way the arts can make people feel.

MIE

1. Discuss events that occur in the local community that are considered “arts”.

2. Brainstorm careers and professions that involve visual arts training/experience.

3. Describe and discuss ideas and emotions communicated in works of art.

E5. Interpersonal Skills

Students identify positive interpersonal skills that impact the quality of their art and participation in the arts.

a. Getting along with others

b. Respecting differences

c. Working as a team/ensemble

d. Managing conflict

e. Accepting/giving/using constructive feedback

f. Accepting responsibility for personal behavior

g. Demonstrating ethical behavior

h. Following established rules/etiquette for observing/listening to art

i. Demonstrating safe behavior
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